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Abstract

Watershed is a place draining the rainwater right into a
stream. The Watershed development programme includes control of
land, water, strength and greenery integrating all of the applicable
medical methods suitable to socio-economic historical past for a
pragmatical improvement of a watershed. It includes conservation,
regeneration and sensible use of all of the sources, herbal sources
like land, water, plants, animals and human in the watershed area.
(Mani, 2005). In Satara district, rainfall has reducing from west to
east. This element has each 3-4 years drought disposed condition.
Where, continually referred to maximum water issues in summer
time season. Present paper is a tried to look at the effect of
watershed development programme on adjustments in wide variety
of families with inside the Satara District. The records concerning
wide variety of families were amassed from the statistical
department. Tehsils functional evaluation well-known shows that,
the Watershed Development Programme (WDP) is accompanied in
the Satara District. Hence, at the tehsils level, wide variety of
families. have minimal effect of WDP. Therefore, WDP has left out
correctly effect on House holders with inside the tehsils. But a few
tehsils have referred to higher effect on socio-financial status. It is
concluded that descriptions of families do comprise typically used
sides that collectively assemble the idea of family as a collection of
human beings sharing sources, prices and activities.
Keywords: - Impact, watershed, house holding, Correlation

Introduction: -

Watershed is Geo-hydrological unit draining at a not unusual place factor
via way of means of a device of aqueducts. It's a place draining the rainwater

right into a sluice. The water may be controlled efficaciously nearest if an
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indicator is taken as a unit. Since soil and factory life also can be with ease and
efficaciously controlled on this unit, the milepost is taken into consideration an
excellent unit for handling three essential and interdependent means of soil,
water and human life.

Watershed development consist of conservation, regeneration and
judicious use of all the resources natural resources like land, water, plants,
animals and human-within the watershed area. (Mani 2005).

Watershed development consist of conservation, regeneration and
judicious use of all the resources natural resources like land, water, plants,
animals and human-within the watershed area. (Mani 2005).

Watershed development consist of conservation, regeneration and careful
use of all the resources natural resources like land, water, plants, animals and
human inside the watershed area (Mani 2005). Watershed development attempts
to bring about best possible balance in the Environmental Issues and Remedies
environment between natural resources on one side and man and grazing
animals on the other. It requires people participation because conservation is
possible only through the whole hearted involvement of the entire community.
(S.D.Shinde, 2014)

“Watershed is a physical, natural, low- priced and social device. It's a land
mass bounded vertically via way of means of the position urged via way of means
of mortal sports and horizontally via way of means of the water that drains into
the factors in a channel (Hazare, 2001).”

Watershed enhancement refers back to the conservation, rejuvenate
science and really apt operation of all of the means like land, water, creatures
and human inside a named indicator (Govt. of Maharashtra, 2003).

Review of literature: -

1. Ninan and Lakshmikantam (2001), These programmes have been initiated
in India to ameliorate and sustain productivity and the product eventuality of
the dry and semi-arid regions of the country through the relinquishment of
applicable product and conservation ways. WDP is a holistic approach to
ameliorate and develop the profitable and natural resource base of dry and

semiarid regions.

Dr. Tembare Uttam Sadashiv
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2. Vaidyanathan (1999, 2006), Reddy and Dev (2006), Biswas, et al (2005),
and others have bandied several issues in watershed development programmes.
They've covered policy affiliated issues, institutional downsides, perpetration
issues, community and participation issues, etc. Despite the fact that there are
large figures of issues formerly covered, the exploration compass in the issue of
watershed operation is tremendous. Over the times, with the attention shifted
from further centralized to decentralized system of governance, watershed
development programmes have inversely emphasized on decentralized
approaches similar as further community and people’s participation and
involvement of PRIs in planning, executing and covering of the systems, etc. To
ensure good governance, mechanisms like social auditing, periodic review and
better attestation processes are taken into account as stylish practices in some of
the WDP regions. There's a good number of studies available on participatory
aspects of watershed operation.

3. Wani, et al (2001) study in Kothapally in Andhra Pradesh is one of similar
studies that punctuate the effective community participation in watershed
operation. In fact, their study has developed the model for effective participation
in watershed operation.

Objectives: -

The main objectives of this research paper are as under-

1. To study the spatial distribution of watershed development programme in the
study region.

2. To study the spatial distribution of Agricultural landuse in the study region.

3. To examine the correlation between watershed development programme and
Agricultural landuse in the study region

1. To examine the correlation between watershed development programme and
number of house holders in the study region.

The main objectives of this research paper are as under:

1. To study the spatial distribution of watershed development programme in the
study region.

2. To study the spatial distribution of Agricultural landuse in the study region.

Dr. Tembare Uttam Sadashiv

74



IJAAR Vol.6 No.1 ISSN - 2347-7075

3. To examine the coTo examine the correlation between watershed development
programme and number of house holders in the study region.

The main objectives of this research paper are as under:

1. To study the spatial distribution of watershed development programme in the
study region.

2. To study the spatial distribution of Agricultural landuse in the study region.
3. To examine the correlation between watershed development programme and
Agricultural landuse in

the study region

Study Area: -

Satara quarter is located in the western part of Maharashtra. It's bound
by Pune quarter to the north, Solapur quarter to the east, Sangli quarter to the
south and Ratnagiri quarter to the west. Raigad quarter lies to its north-west.
The geographical area of Satara quarter is 10,480 Sq. Km. which is about 3.4 per
cent of the situation’s total geographical area. Satara quarter is deposited in the
sluice basins of Bhima and Krishna. Panchgani, Mahabaleshwar, Karad, Wai,
Koregaon and, Koyananagar are the top cosmopolises of Satara District.

Historically Satara was the capital of the Maratha area, land of great dog faces,

e - wso— | saints and great
Location of Study Area T

wpe s rews wwn wyw wevs wwn vemt wen ; k|, | personalities videlicet Rani
Satara District N ';‘

= 1 Laxmibai, Krantisinha

Nana Patil, Savitribai Phule
and Karmaveer Bhaurao
Patil. This land has rich
heritage. Mahabaleshwar,
one of the most beautiful hill

stations of India, is located in

this truly quarter.

Map No.1
Satara District lies between 17.5° to18.11° North latitude and 73.33° to 74.549
Eastern longitude. The quarter comprises of 11 tehsils videlicet Satara,

Koregaon, Khatav, Karad, Patan, Wai, Jaoli, Mahabaleshwar, Khandala,

Dr. Tembare Uttam Sadashiv
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Phaltan and Man. Under the Satara Zilla Parishad governance, 1739 villages are
covered through 11 panchayat Samities and 1509 Gram Panchayats. The
variation in relief ranges from the pinnacles and high tablelands of main
Sahyadri range having height over 4500 bases above mean ocean position to the
subdued container of the Nira River in Phaltan tehsil. The climate ranges from
truly heavy downfall in Mahabaleshwar region, which has an average periodic
all of over 6000 mm to the driest in Man tehsils where the average periodic
downfall is about 500 mm. (Map No.1)

DATA BASE AND METHODOLOGY: -

The paper is substantially grounded on the secondary data sources. To
complete the objects data regarding watershed development programme and
Number of house holders of Satara District is taken from Socio-economic (2001 and
2012). statistical height of Satara quarter. The collected data are reused to dissect
the work of watershed development programme and number of house holders in
Satara District. The Spearman’s Rank Order system is used for analyzes the
correlation between watershed development programme work and Number of
house holders.

DATABASE AND METHODOLOGY

The paper is mainly based on the secondary data sources. To complete the
objectives data regarding watershed development programme and agricultural
landuse area of Satara District is taken from Socio-economic abstract (2014-15),
statistical abstract of Satara district. The collected data are processed to analyze
the work of watershed development programme and agricultural landuse in Satara
District. Arc GIS 9.3 software used for preparing the map and to show the spatial
distribution of watershed development programme work and agricultural landuse
area in Satara District. The tehsilss of Satara District are grouped into three
categories i.e. high, moderate and low level on the basis of simple statistical
method. To analyze spatial pattern of agricultural landuse area, the same
technique is applied for calculation. The Spearman’s Rank Order method is used
for analyzes the correlation between watershed development programme work
and Agricultural landuse.

Database And Methodology

Dr. Tembare Uttam Sadashiv
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The paper is mainly based on the secondary data sources. To complete the
objectives data regarding watershed development programme and agricultural
landuse area of Satara District is taken from Socio-economic abstract (2014-15),
statistical abstract of Satara district. The collected data are processed to
analyze the work of watershed development programme and agricultural
landuse in Satara District. Arc GIS 9.3 software used for preparing the map and
to show the spatial distribution of watershed development programme work and
agricultural landuse area in Satara District. The tehsilss of Satara District are
grouped into three categories i.e. high, moderate and low level on the basis ofsimple
statistical method. To analyze spatial pattern of agricultural landuse area, the
same technique is applied for calculation. The Spearman’s Rank Order method
is used for analyzes the correlation between watershed development programme
work and Agricultural landuse. The paper is substantially grounded on the
secondary data sources. To complete the objects data regarding watershed
development programme and Number of house holders. of Satara District is
taken from Socio- profitable epitome (2001 and 2012), statistical epitome of Satara
quarter. The collected data are reused to dissect the work of watershed
development programme and number of house holders in Satara District. The
Spearman’s Rank Order system is used foranalyzes the correlation between
watershed development programme work and Number of house holders. Formula:-

Rank Order Spearman’s Methodr

=1—02d2/n2-N

Formula: -

Rank Order Spearman’s Method

r=1-6 (£d2) / N (N2 -1)

WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME IN SATARA DISTRICT: -
WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (WDP) SCHEME

Satara district is western part of Maharashtra state, where eastern part- Man,
Khatav, Phaltan, Koregaon etc. comes under severe drought prone climate.
There is observed highly shortage of water for drinking as well as agriculture
in every summer season. Hence, compare to other tehsils, watershed
development programme is effectively done in these drought prone regions.

Dr. Tembare Uttam Sadashiv
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About 48466 number of water conservation work completed under th
watershed development programme in the district. Big Project, Medium Project,
Small Irrigation Project, Percolation Tank, Kolhapur Type Bunds, Underground
Bunds, Lift Irrigation, Storage Irrigation Scheme, etc, several water onservation
works are done under the WDP scheme in the district.Satara district is western
part of Maharashtra state, where eastern part- Man, Khatav, Phaltan,
Koregaon etc. comes under severe drought prone climate. There is observed
highly shortage of water for drinking as well as agriculture in every summer
season. Hence, compare to other tehsils, watershed

development programme is effectively done in these drought prone regions.
About 48466 number of water conservation work completed under the
watershed development programme in the district. Big Project, Medium Project,
Small Irrigation Project, Percolation Tank, Kolhapur Type Bunds, Underground
Bunds, Lift Irrigation, Storage Irrigation Scheme, etc, several water onservation
works are done under the WDP scheme in the districtSatara district is western
part of Maharashtra state, where eastern part- Man, Khatav, Phaltan,
Koregaon etc. comes under severe drought prone climate. There is observed
highly shortage of water for drinking as well as agriculture in every summer
season. Hence, compare to other tehsils, watershed development programme is
effectively done in these drought prone regions. About 48466 number of
water conservation work completed under the watershed development
programme in the district. Big Project, Medium Project, Small Irrigation
Project, Percolation Tank, Kolhapur Type Bunds, Underground Bunds, Lift
Irrigation, Storage Irrigation Scheme, etc, several water conservation works are
done under the WDP scheme in the district Satara district is western part of
Maharashtra state, where eastern part- Man, Khatav, Phaltan, Koregaon etc. comes
under severe drought prone climate. There is observed highly shortageof water
for drinking as well as agriculture in every summer season. Hence, compare to
other tehsils, watershed development programme is effectively done in these
drought prone regions. About 48466 number of water conservation work
completed under the watershed development programme in the district. Big
Project, Medium Project, Small Irrigation Project, Percolation Tank, Kolhapur Type
Bunds, Underground Bunds, Lift Irrigation, Storage Irrigation Scheme, etc, several

Dr. Tembare Uttam Sadashiv
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water conservation works are done under
the WDP scheme in the district

Satara district is western part of Maharashtra state, where eastern part-Man,
Khatav, Phaltan, Koregaon etc. comes under severe drought prone climate.
There is observed highly shortage of water for drinking as well as agriculture in
every summer season. Hence, compare to other tehsils, watershed development
programme is effectively done in these drought prone regions. 9,11,446 hector area
under to water conservation work completed under the watershed development
Programme in 2001 and it was decreased 8,04,807 hector the district. Big Project,
Medium Project, Small Irrigation Project, Percolation Tank, Kolhapur Type Bunds,
Underground Bunds, Lift Irrigation, Storage Irrigation Scheme, Cement Bundara
etc, several water conservation works are done under the WDP scheme in the
district. Area under cover to watershed development programme in hectors 2001
and 2011. It is developed by 2001 to 2011, basically in 2001 it was Karad, Khatav
and Man tehsils. (Table No.1)

Table No. 1
Total Growth of Watershed Development Programme: Satara District
(Area in Hectare, 2001 and 2011)

Sr. Total area WDP Total
No. Tehsils Growth
2001 2011
1. Mahabaleshwar | 70,735 65,434 -5,301
2. Karad 1,05,602 | 98,334 -7,268
3. Wai 55,095 43,555 -11,540
4. Khandala 53,857 43,112 -10,745
5. Jawali 58,336 | 51,478 -6,858
6. Patan 50,397 41,266 -9,131
T Koregaon 86,704 | 76,445 | -10,259
8. Khatav 1,16,262 | 1,06,625 -9,637
9, Phaltan 91,241 85,446 -5,795

Dr. Tembare Uttam Sadashiv
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10. Man 1,37,749 | 1,14,776 | -22,973
11. Satara 8,54,88 | 7,83,36 -7,152
Total Area 9,11,466 | 8,04,807

(Source: District Census Handbook, Satara District, 2001 and 201 1)

Households In Satara District: -

Satara districtis western part of Maharashtra state, where eastern art-
Man, Khatav, Phaltan, Koregaon etc. comes under severe drought prone climate.
There is observed highly ~ shortage of water for drinking  as well as agriculture
in every summer season. Hence, compare to other tahsil, watershed development
programme is effectively done in these drought prone regions. About 48466
number of water conservation work completed under thewatershed development
programme in the district. Big Project, Medium Project, Small [rrigation Project,
Percolation Tank, Kolhapur Type Bunds, Underground Bunds, Lift Irrigation,
Storage Irrigation Scheme, etc, several water conservation works
are done under the WDP scheme in the district. Satara district is western partof
Maharashtra state, where eastern part- Man, Khatav, Phaltan, Koregaon etc.
comes under severe drought prone climate. There is observed highly shortage of
water for drinking as well as agriculture in every summer season. Hence, compare
to other tahsil, watershed development programme is effectively done in these
drought prone regions. About 48466 number of water conservation work
completed under the watershed development programme in the district. Big
Project, Medium Project, Small Irrigation Project, Percolation Tank, Kolhapur Type
Bunds, Underground Bunds, Lift Irrigation, Storage Irrigation Scheme, etc,
several water conservation works are done under the WDP scheme in the
district.Satara district is western part of Maharashtra state, where eastern
part- Man, Khatav, Phaltan, Koregaon etc. comes under severe drought prone
climate. There is observed highly shortage of water for drinking as well as
agriculture in every summer season. Hence, compare to other tahsil, watershed
development programme is effectively done in these drought prone regions. About
48466 number of water conservation work completed under the watershed
development programme in the district. Big Project, Medium Project, Small
[rrigation Project, Percolation Tank, Kolhapur Type Bunds, Underground Bunds,
Lift Irrigation, Storage Irrigation Scheme, etc, several water conservation works are
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done under the WDP scheme in the district. The householder refers to the

person (or one of the people) in whose name the housing unit is owned or rented
(maintained) or, if there is no such person, any adult member, excluding
roomers, boarders, or paid employees. If the house is owned or rented jointly by a
married couple, the householder may be either the husband or the wife.

The concept of household is based on the arrangements made by persons,
individually or in groups, for providing themselves with food or other essentials
for living. A household may be either (a) a one-person household, that is to say, a
person who makes provision for his or her own food or other essentials for living
without combining with any other person to form part of a multi-person
household or (b) a multi-person household, that is to say, a group of two or more
persons living together who make common provision for food or other essentials
for living. The persons in the group may pool their incomes and may, to a greater
or lesser extent, have a common budget; they may be related or unrelated
persons or constitute a combination of persons both related and unrelated.

Any  generalizations about the Indian family suffer from

oversimplification, given the pluralistic nature of the Indian culture. However, in

most sociological studies, Asian and Indian families are considered classically as
large, patriarchal, collectivistic, joint families, harboring three or more
generations vertically and kith and kin horizontally. Such traditional families
form the oldest social institution that has survived through ages and functions as
a dominant influence in the life of its individual members. Indian joint families
are considered to be strong, stable, close, resilient and enduring with focus on
family integrity, family loyalty, and family unity at expense of individuality,
freedom of choice, privacy and personal space. (Mullatti L., 1995)
Table No. 2
Total Growth Number of House Holders: Satara

(2001 and 2011)

No. of Household
Sr. No. Tehsils Total
2001 2011
Growth
1. Mahabaleshwar 9,623 9,836 213
2. Karad 1,09,237 1,16,405 7,168

Dr. Tembare Uttam Sadashiv
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3. Wai 39,372 41,933 2,561
4. Khandala 24,615 30,230 5,615
5. Jawali 25,288 27,729 2,441
6. Patan 63,051 67,917 4,466
7. Koregaon 51,622 54,919 3,297
8. Khatav 52,622 60,121 7,499
9. Phaltan 61,275 62,947 1,672

10. Man 39,533 42,929 3,396

11. Satara 94,368 1,01,634 7,266

(Source: District Census Handbook, Satara District, 2001 and 2011)

Correlation Between Watershed Development Programme And
Agricultural Landuse:

The Spearman’s Rank Order method is used for the calculation of the
correlation of watershed development programme and number of house holders
in Satara District. The formula is: -

r= 1-6 (Zd2) / N (N2 -1)

Table No. 3
Watershed Development Programme and Number of House holders:

Satara District

Sr.No. | Tehsils gg{l:ef Rapk 2(:'2:11 Ranls
Holders WDP
1. Mahabaleshwar 213 1 -5,301 11
2 Karad 7,168 9 -7,268 7
3. Wai 2,561 4 -11,540 2
4, Khandala 5,615 8 -10,745 3
5. Jawali 2,441 3 -6,858 9
6. Patan 4,466 7 -9,131 6
7 Koregaon 3,297 5 -10,259 4
8. Khatav 7,499 11 -9,637 5
9. Phaltan 1,672 2 -5,795 10
10. Man 3,396 6 -22,973 1
11. Satara 7,266 10 -7,152 8
N 11 Xd2=

(Source: District Census Handbook, Satara District, 2001 and 2011.)
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Table No. 4
Analysis of Spearman’s Rank Order and Correlation
=d dz
Sr. z No. of Rank Total Rank
N Tehsils House area
o Holders WDP
1. Mahabaleshwar 213 1 -5,301 11 .10 100
2. Karad 7,168 9 -7,268 7 2 4
3. Wai 2,561 4 -11,540 2 2 4
4, Khandala 5,615 8 -10,745 3 5 25
5. Jawali 2,441 3 -6,858 9 6 36
6. Patan 4,466 7 -9,131 6 1 1
7 Koregaon 3,297 5 -10,259 4 1
8. Khatav 7,499 11 -9,637 5 6 36
9. Phaltan 1,672 2 -5,795 10 -8 64
10. Man 3,396 6 -22,973 1 5 25
11. Satara 7,266 10 -7,152 8 2 4
N= |11 e300

r=1-6 (2d2) /N (N2 -1)

Here,

r = Correlation, N= Number of observations, D= deviation

r=1-5*300/11 (300-1)

r=0.36

It is observed that there is weak positive correlation i.e. p= 0.44 between
the watershed development programme and the agricultural landuse in Satara
district. There are the some reasons for weak positive correlation in Satara
district like political disturbances in watershed development programme,
rainfall uneven pattern, highly mountainous region, drought prone region, river
basin area etc.

It is observed that there is weak positive correlation i.e. P= 0.36 between
the watershed development programme and number of house holders in Satara
district. There are the same reasons for weak positive correlation in Satara
district like economical and political disturbances in watershed development
programme, rainfall uneven pattern, highly mountainous region, drought prone

region, river basin area etc.
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Conclusion: -

The watershed development programme and number of house holders
widely or unevenly distributed in Satara District. The maximum rainfall is
recorded in Karad, tehsils and lowest in Man tehsils. number of house holders is
highly observed in Karad, Khatav tehsils while minimum in Phaltan and
Mahabaleshwar tehsils of Satara district, Then the correlation between the
watershed development programme and number of house holders found weak
positive correlation i.e, P=0.36. It means high watershed development
programme, medium number of house holders. It was observed lower the
watershed development programme higher the number of house holders. It is
human resources development indicate to high growth of house holder than
water development Programme in the study region. he watershed development
programme and the agricultural landuse is widely or unevenly distributed
in Satara Disrict. The maximum rainfall is recorded in Mahabaleshwar tehsils
and lowest in Man tehsils. The gricultural landuse is highly observed in Karad
tehsils while minimum in Mahabaleshwar tehsils of Satara district. But the
correlation between the watershed development programme and the
agricultural landuse found weak positive correlation i.e. p = 0.44. It means
high watershed development programme, medium agricultural landuse. It
was observed higher the watershed development programme higher the
agricultural landuse i.e. Phaltan and Khatav tehsils.
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L Githa Hariharan’s The Remains of the Feast: Deconstruction of Subaltern Voice

Lo

Mr. Laxman G. Jathar
IRcsearch Student

; The present paper intends to examine deconstruction of subaltern voice in Gltha Hariharan's
story The Remains of the Feast. ‘Deconstruction’ is a critical theory, skeptical approach to the
possibility- of coherent meaning in language. The term ‘Subaltern Voice’ refers to the voice of

marginalized or minority groups who are prey of the hegemony of the ruling classes. The present :
story is deconstruction of author s protagonist Rukmini's subaltern voice. The author has highlighted
the problem of widowhood in her present story, Init, she reconstructs the new image of Indian woman
as sf.rong minded, free vocal, decisive, etc. Her protagonist, Rukmini dares to fulfill all her unfulfilled
wishes in reapect»to food and clothes those she had suppressed in her past life. Through the character
of Rukmn_m,_ Githa Hariharan destabilizes the power of patriarchy, and empowers her protagonist by
throwing away socio-cultural restrictions imposed on her on the grounds of gender, caste and religion,

. Further, the language used by the protagonist breaks the centre of authority of patriarchy. The writer

" should not lay down a different tradition for them:

S «shows that'a woman has also a limit to control her desires and passions but a time comes when even

she carinot avoid them;: Author believes that there is need to upraise the subaltern voice of women and

i

- wKe'y_ words: deconstruction, subaltern, patriarchy, widowhood, subversion

£

Ifl‘troduction-‘-—'

i .
' 'Deconstmcuon is a crmcal theory inaugurated by French philosapher Jacques Derrida. Tt is

| skcpncaf approach to the possibility of coherent .meaning in language It is a revolt against
‘Structuralism”. In other words, it is & theory and practice applied to the mode of reading of a literary -
fext. He follows it as a powerful tool for the analysis of political and culwral ideologies. In it, he
thihké of the relationship bétween language and reality and discloses that all‘thé language systems are
culmral constructs. It influenced minority discourses: It is a branch of philosophy. It ‘displays
tlwughlful approach towards language and reality. He himself accepts this reality in his letter to

: Iapanesc friend. Deconstruction is precisely the delimiting of ontology. ‘In fact, the word

‘ 'dewnstructmn a«.quu’es certain value and he uses it within a certain context. The centre governs a. -

' struc[urc Deconstruction subverts Western philosophy and dissolves conceptual hierarchies. The

writers and.critics question the basic assumptions of Western philosophy. In respect of centre and

- structure; Derrida says:

.Thus it has always been thought that the center, which is by definition unique, constituted,
“that very thing within a structure which while goveming the structure, escapes structurality.
This is why classical thought concerning structure could say that the center is, paradoxically,
,within the structure and outside it. The center is at the center of totality, and yet, since the
center does not belong to totality, the totality has its center elsewhere. The center is not the
ccnt'er i '

'lu 1t Dcmda argucs that in Western science and philosophy, the forms of knowledge are
structured ‘around a centre that allows knowledge to be organized around a certain truth. Hence, he

" tries to-analyze the hidden meaning in the text. In his view, our lives and experiences are governed by

certain ideologies which are built into our language so he feels the need to rid of these ideologies. He
"bc]_ié\?cs that language is not a reliable mode of communication because it is fluid and slippery. He

£
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¢laims that language doesn’t consist of union of signifiers and signified but continually changing play
of signifiers. Though, they seem to be stable, they are not stable in reality. Hence, he follows the term
‘d1ffe:enue to suggest the differential nature of meaning in language. In his view, the meaning is seeri
.as. dlfferentlal contingent and purely arbitrary. Further, he claims that language is an endléss chain or
_ play of difference. ‘In fact, he is against the ‘closure’ of meaning of the text. He claims that the -
mterprelaﬂon of the text can never be fixed or absolute but it will _always go on expanding the hidden
layers ‘of the text. Further, the truth is really a kind of friction. Hence, the supporters of this movement
don t-accept ‘the rcalmm in the text. They believe in relativity of contemporary culture,

Further, Derrida claims that there is no reality that lies beyond language because no concept
ca.n lie outside the language. The systems of thought are built on the ground of language. It is also part’
of .the structure hence, there cannot be any centre that controls or organizes our thinking. He de-
centers Wostern phxlosophy that holds its faith.on the centre, In his views, the language is neither the
product of gur experience nor a medium of conveying our thoughts but a framework that produces our
experience, He beheves that human beings are a part of the system of language. It is always unstable
so the slahlc image is illusion produced by the culture and also culture is not stable because it is
inscribed i inlanguage. In his view, through language, we internalize the conflicts and contradictions of
our cuiture It is because language is unstable, slippery, dynamic and alw ays spreadmg likely
m:,aru.ng In his view, our existence on this earth is not controlled by any centering agency and it has
no amy stable meaning. It is because we choose .and invent our own identity. Hence, the literature
composed in language is unstable and dynamic. He claims that the meaning does not lie in the text for
- us but crcatod by the reader by the play and interplay of language in the very process of reading. He
beheves in the n1u1t1phc1ty of endless possibilities of meaning. In his view, all readings are the result
of - the culture”and system of beliefs we possess. When anybody constructs a text, he presents the
cultural milieu he is familiar with and reader also interprets as per his familiarity of cultural milieu.
Thus, his deconstruction helps us to get to know the un-stability of the text. It encourages us to read
acnvcly and thua liberates the past texts for present use s, oo

Further, the term ‘subaltern’ voice refers to the voice of marginalized or minority groups. In
?act :he word ‘subaltern’ means the secondary position of somebody, Further, the word. ‘subaltern’ is
a British word that is often employed to indicate the inferior or socondarv rmIltary rank to the captain..
- In fact, Antomo Gramsci adopted this term refers to the working class people in Soviet Union. These
workmg class people were-prey of the hegemony of the ruhng classes. These peoplo include the |
. Workers, peasants and many other groups. Hence, here, ‘sub’ means other or next to someene. Hence,
Juhan Wolfre.ys dcﬁn¢s the term subaltcm as:

‘Subaltom is employed in post-colonial studies after Gayatri Spivak to address dominated
and margmahzed groups.

'It shows that the [erm is associated with an ordinary people or the people of the secondary
importance. They are belongs to the working class. Further, it addresses (o the marginalized groups or
minority groups..It is a fact that the marginalized or minority groups have been dominated by groups
of majority. Ths?se groups of majority rule over weak and minority groups as well as struggle to
marginalize and keep them in their own control. But, now a day, these margmallzed groups -often
struggle, anid ‘protest to deconstmct their power and their own identity. For instance, the feminist
.writers attempt in théir writings to deconstruct the hegemony of the dominant class to give justice to
+he subalterns. In their works,. they empower. women;, upraise.their, vaice. subverting. somo,culmral
rchgious and pamarchal domination in dﬁCOﬂSU'lethmS[ ways.
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e T ..Githa Hariharan is' the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize winner contemporary postmodern
pove]lst and short story, writer in Indian writing in English. There are five navels apd a short story
coilcctmn to her ¢redit. Her short story The Remains of the Feast is from her short story collection
entitled The Art of Dying and Other Stories. It is written in a femlmst vein, It focuses on an old
widow’s revolt ag:llnst patriarchal tradition, and cultural discourses. In fact; it is a story of an'old
widow named Rukmini. SHe is a village bred widow who is near about ninety years old. Ratna, the .
narrator, is her grand daughter-in-law. Rukmini is a cancer patient but a typical old woman, Though
shé is an dld widow, she behaves surprisingly who giggles like a little girl and desires to live and
enjoy her lifé fully. She is a fearless woman without any worry of her old age and her illness of
cancer. In her life, she courageously faced the death of her husband and her own son, She never falls
ill and lives life cheerfully. Unlike a traditional orthodox woman, she is co-operative, helpful,
supportive and enthusiastic old woman. There is a close and affectionate relationship between the
narrator Ratna and her grandmother Rukmini. She wishes that her grand daughter-in-law Ratna should
become a doctor and Ratna also fulfills all her wishes. Like a childish girl, she expresses her desires
before Ratna that:she wants to eat pastries, Coca-Cola, fried items and all kind of bakery items. As an
affecuonate grand daughter-in-law, Ratna also serves her cakes mixed with eggs from Christian shop
which she had.never touched before, In her old: age also, she enjoys cakes, ice creams, samosas made
by non Brahrmn hands. In addition to this, she enjoys all types of foods forbidden by doctor. When
,she rs thlrsty, she demands to Ratna Coca-Cola to drink instead of water. Furlher she tastes lemon
tzu'ls, garlic, ‘aerated drinks, fruit cake laced with brandy, bhelpur, etc.' In addition to this, she
_demands from Ratna, bazadr items such as raw enions, fried bread, chlcl\en etc. During her critical
condition’ Gf her illness in nursing home, she expresses her desire to wear red coloured sari with big
'border of.. gold and Ratna also provides her Diwali silk sari from her cupboard to-cover her naked
“body. Furthcr, this old woman wishes to eat peanuts with chili powder, onion and green chilies fried
iincoil, ete, Shc wanta to die‘as a young and beautiful woman and pot as an_ugly wornan. The author
dcscnbes Rukmini* s humorous behaviour in the following manner:

‘Brmg me your eyebrow tweezers' I heard her Sd.y ‘Bring me that hair-removing cream. I
¢ . -have a rhoustache and I don’t want to be an ugly old woman.’

o Therefore, she asks Ratna to bring eyebrow tweezers, the hair removmg cream o remove her

motistache. As a devoted grand daughter-in-law, Ratna fulfills all the wnhcs of the old woman. The
old woman blesses Ratma as she fulfills all the desires. She dies peauefully and with great
contentmant Then Ratna continues her smdy of medical science with the memories and blessings of
ber grandmother .

T'he present ‘story is deconstruction of Rukmini’s subaltern voice, In fact in feministic
wn{mg, the sorrowful picture of women of enduring sufferings and injustices is generally piesentcd
But: Githa Hanharan is a postmodern author who portrays feminine inner world of women in
postmodcm way. In the present story, she reconstructs the new image of Indian woman. She is of the .
view that the needs and wishes, aspirations, dreams of men and wormen are common but in case of
womcn they are traditionally suppressed. The narrator and the pratagomsl of this story Ratna, is a
postmodcm ‘woman who deconstructs the subaltern voice of her grandmother. Hence, mvtead of
putting her granﬁmomer s body under the medical gaze, she interprets-her as a woman suppressed by
the traditional patriarchal power. Through the behaviour of her grandmother in her old age, she
studies ‘her grandmomcr 8 suppressed desires and fulfills all of them. She studies her grandmother
Lhrou gh hcr grdudmother s inner psychology to know her subaltern voice.

-
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In fact, Githa Hariharan is a feministic writer:who bears strong insight about the traditional
wretchqﬁ pic'tuli'c of women, Hence, she focuses on patriarchy and its bad consequences. She brings to
notice that a woman is also a human being who has also many wishes, hopes, dreams and aspirations

'°'1ikIé :ﬁalcs. Bﬁt she i's'Lrat':li[ionaIly marginalized, her voice is suppresscd and all her wishas are
thwarted in the names of religious and cultural discourses and have b;en'cohtmlled by patriarchal
constructs. In the present story, author’s attempts are to make sincere efforts fo raise the, suppressed
_v.o_icé of women, Hence, instead of presenting traditional stereotyped picture of her protagonist, she )
enters in the inner. psychology of her protagonist to know why and how this old woman Rukmini
ba_ﬁaves whimsically. She has portrayed the protagonist, Ratna with post-feminist ethos who studies
tiit: psychology. of her grandmother and plays the role of a thoughtful grandson and fulfills all the
wishes of hér grandmother, Though Rukmini is a cancer patient, she serves her till the end of her life
as if she is grandson of her grandmother. For this, she initially breaks the traditional assumption that
the son. is the' true heir or supporter of any mother or father. Thus she plays the role of a son. The
auth_or empowers Ratna to deconstruct her traditionally subaltern vaice. -

Githa Hariharan is a postmodem author. She doesn’t like to focus on the traditional
marginalized wainan but constructs her protagonists Rata and Rukmini in a postmodern way as bold,
free-vocal ‘womeri who courageously cross the traditional boundaries of restrictions, As a bostmodern _
feministic Writer, she deconstructs the inner spaces of Rukmini subverting the traditional icons such as

: p.atriqrchy,,womanhéod, widowhood, motherhood, etc. Hence, she empowers the widow Rukmini, In

" fact Rukmini, a widow is a cancer patient yet she struggles to reconstruct her existence not as a

pitiable widow but as a free independent woman in contemporary India. For this, she throws away all
~the socio-cultural restrictions imposed on her on the grounds of gender, caste and religion. Hence, in
. her old age, she desires to enjoy both veg and non-veg food items. She subverts the traditional and .
.~cultural norms about foods and clothes. Traditionally, she was not allowed to eat nori-vegetarian food.
When her condition becomes critical as a cancer patient, she desires to wear red sari with wide golden
‘_bci;dé; because she doesn’t want to die in a poor and beggarly app&arance. She wants to pass away as
a young and beautiful woman. In this respect, Rekha and Anup Beniwal observe:

Her act of wrapping Rukmini’s dead body in a red sari is a strong plea for reorienting the -
patriarchal gaze on the widowhood body. She thus relates to Rukmini’s badily cravings and
o by fulfilling her demands, converts the female body into a sight of resistance and rebellion.

. She subyerts the traditional image of a widow as a useless and uhlmportént woman. As d
widow, Rukmini is shown to be a powerful woman. Githa Hariharan tries to deconstruct the subaltern
itm'(tc‘ of her protagonist Rukmini. According to her, the traditional Indian woman is misinterpreted as -
a secondary and inferior, weak, less vocal, indecisive, etc. The writer has shown that Rukminj is great
as far as her capacity of suffering is concerned. After the death of Rukmini’s husband and her beloved
's‘on-,-she'l_leaﬁs to iaugh at life. She dares to fulfill all her unfulfilled wishes that she had suppressed in
her'past life.' She enjoys cakes, ice creams, samosas, aerated drinks, fruit cakes laced with brandy,
bh_clpuri,'pgaanu ts with chili powder fried in oil, etc. In addition to this, she throws away the traditional
restrictions and customs about wearing clothes. In her illness also, she desires to wear red sari with
wide. golden ‘border. In faét, all her wishes were forbidden by tradition but she breaks those
restrictions. It is a fact that the desires of a fernale cannot be suppressed for too long: If anybody tried
to suppress rhenflg,':'they gush out like boiling water. In this respect, Rajul Bhargava opines; .

Nor can a woman's desires be curbed too long for there is a limit to suffering repression. This
Hariharan very subtly brings out in her *“The Remains of the Feast”.




e

:::f . ;

: RESEARCH DIRECTION ; ISSN NO - 2321-5488
. uGe Sl’. NO. 45489° J Vaoli6 ls.\uc.‘3 Sept. 2018

S

i = .. . - -
"In thls way, the present story can be interpreted in a deconstructionist way. The cen
patriarchy tries to stable suppression of women but postmodern women slrugglc to decentralize them.

" Apparently, the story evokes feminist ethos, But that is not its greatness. Its' greatness lies in asking -

why . the protagonist Rukmini behaves whimsically. ‘The writer portrays the character and her
'beha\uour in stich a way that she is able to destabilize the power of patriarchy. It .appears that the main
text pomays the stereotypical picture of a widow, but it'discloses that below its surface there are the

. _ hidden realities. Further, the language used by the protagonist breaks the centre of authority of
' pamarchy “As a postmodern protagonist, Rukmini is shown to be a different type of widow who dares ‘
" to eat all types of, food items and wears clothes which were forbidden to a widow.,

Cunclusmn

Rukrmni and Ratna are the protagonists in this postmodern short story by Githa Hariharan.

_ The wntcr has used them to debunk traditional ideas about a widow in Indian setting. The writer has
- portrayed ininet world of women in terms of traditional and postmodern ways, She has referred to food

items and items of clothing which are treated as taboos in view of a traditional minded widow, The
writer shows that an old woman has also her-own dreams, desires, cravings and wishes. There is a
limit to control Lhem ‘A time comes when even woman cannot avoid them. This is the inner reality.

" The society shotld understand this and the people should not lay down a different tradition’ for

women. This type of discrumnatlon is unjustified. The writer shows this through the'two characters in -
LhIS srory
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oL The‘"Prptaganists.as an Embodiment of Matriarchal Set Up

*Laxman G. Jathar,

9

; e ' _ Research Scholar,

Shivaji University, Kolhapur (MS)

: .K{ej";l"erms: Matriarchy, Patdarchy,‘Widowhood, Subversion, etc.

.':'.','3Ab€;tract::, The present papér intends to examine matriarchal set up in Githa Hariharan’s stories Revati
and Untitled Poem. ‘Matriarchy’ is a social system or thinking that gives powér to women. It is a post-

" feminist configuration that empowers women. This ideolo gy believes that a woman to be no less to man
' and gives strength, to female voice subverting traditional patriarchal domination created by traditional
‘icons. The followers of this ideology have presented women in their works as powerful, independent and

. self-constructive charactérs. Githa Hariharan has highlighted the problem of child marriage and child

© widow in {}f:r. two stories. Her protagonist Revati from first story sets up matriarchal power through her

' “education and job of teacher. She breaks her marginalization and sets up matriarchal domination with

"Bel‘_n;d}e'ss hiopés and aspirations. Author’s next protagonist, Sarala from Untitled Poern is portrayed as

.h‘l_as culine; bold, active and decisive, She subverts the traditional saying that man is bold and defending

- rock of a woman. Hence, the author paints her protdgonist with power of matriarchal set up. Author
: T:ic:lie_ves' t];af; there is need to reflect the realistic world of women to establish their matriarchal power.

"‘Matriar.chy’ and ‘Patriélrbhy’ are completely - and relationship are reckoned -
'-‘.-contiladictmy ~terms 'to each other, In fact, through afemaleline.f -
! ‘patriarchy’ is a ‘traditional weapon, grand ‘ Hence, in matriarchy, the women are presented
‘narrative,. ideology that has been employed by by authors in their *works as ~ powerful,
. males to rule {Egi‘r power over females. On the independent and self~constructive characters.
. contrary, ‘matriarchy’ is a social system or Further, . she may be head of the family, sole .
-thinldng_that gives ‘power to women rather than supporter  of the' family, high educated
L r'nen-..Many p‘ostmodf:m authors have created - character, social activist, etc. She is presented
. ‘matriarchial set up in their works instead of by authors as a strong decision maker,
. projecting, a: traditional s_térqotyped picture of physically stroagly built and not a parasite but
Women. In'-fact, it" is. a post-feminist independent woman. In other words,
"“ configuration "' that ‘empowers wonien. The ‘matriarchy’ is a social system that gives more
L followeis, of this-'ideology believed in gender . space and power to women rather than men. In
241 equalitjf'éss'er&ng'dnat a woman is also a human it, a woman or a mother or a wife may be the
‘and  she i'§'311-‘0 less-to man. Hence, they give ' ruler of the family. Hence; Cambridge
si:rength- to female voice subverting traditional International Dictionary of English defines
patriarchal domination created by traditional ‘matriarchy’ as: 2 : '
"i‘con_'s..-_S'o'-..,-mT, Cbncz';e" Oxford  English “Cartaspnnding author.
Dictionary defines ‘matriarchy” as: E-mail address: -
g : .‘Matz"ia.r;.':'hy".i_jsla form of social . y (L.G. Jathar)
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2 -Il;alsmg her ‘traditionally.
. assérting her equal ‘to man. This power is
* " inherited from one ‘woman to another. Many
- Indian autlmrs in Indian writing in English like
" ', Gltha Hau.haran liavé created matriarchal set

s mcludmfr
suffcnngs W11;hout any protest. As a postmodern
.author, ' she
: protagomsts in her all works with post—fcmmst

‘_I_V[atrtarchy is a type of society in which

£ - women have ‘the most of the authority and
h powcr or a society-in W’h_lch property belongs
.., 1o women and 1s gwen to children by women

"+, rather.than men.?
" Thus, in mamarohy, a woman is empowered

suppressed voice

ups in, their works. instead of followmg
tradmonal patnarchy :

‘:Githa Hariharan is the Comimonwealth Writers’
* Prize w@nn:er'c‘ontempora:y postmodern novelist

- and ‘short -story: writer -in Indian writing in
. Enghsh T.here are five-novels-and a short story.

colicctxon to her credjt. Her short stories Revati

-I_a.nd Urzm!ed Poem are from her short story
. collection entitled The Art of Dying and Other
- Stories: Aﬁer studymg her stories, it makes -
_clear ‘that” she - doesn’t like to portray the
stereotyped picture of women

traﬂl tlorlal

their swallowing injustices and

“has  projected her female

‘ethos.  She has. smpowcred her female

.. protagomstb to break thelf marginalization and
to raise their supprcssed voice. She-disliked the
Etrach‘ru:rna_l suppression and marginalization. of
i womcn th:ough I:radmonal ideologies such as
;pamarchy, T

womanhood, motherhood,
\mdowb.ood child-widows, etc. Instead of
following pdmar:,hy in her writings, she has
created sphce for matnarchal dominance. For
mstance, her. protagomst Revati is a child-
widow, nom her story Revati. It is a fine
exarnple of .creating “space for matriarchal

-dozm_nam.e ‘tising ‘up :the inner voice of her

Jprotagonist Revati. Revati, the protagonist of
the present stary, marries at early age of ten and
becomes a widow due to unfortunate death of
her husband, before to know the meaning of the
‘word  ‘widow’. She, completes her school
education. at' homc ‘due to prohlbmon of her
family to send ‘her to vﬂlacc sohool Getting old
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enough, she is sent to Madras for a degr
course. Then she accepts a job of teacher in 2\
small town school and begins to .live an
independent life with her monthly salary. She
begins to ‘deposit her earning in a bank account
for her old age. After working as a teacher for a
long period, she gets retired from it. Now, she
seems an old woman. In its consequence, she

" begins to suffer by many diseases such as gas

problem. Her family arranges a cousin to live
with her but later on he is sent away by her
family members. In the last phase of her life,
she falls seridusly ill" but is brought to the
normal condition by the narrator and her
mother-in-law. '

Githa Hariharan is postmodern feminist author.
in respect to the treatmerit of themes in Indian

socio-cultural burning issues like child-marriage

and widowhood. In"her present story, she has
created space for her female protagonist Revati
by empowering her. She has portrayed her
protagonist Revati as a postmodern’ woman. In

reality, after death of her husband, Revati

doesn’t pass days and years weeping and.
blaming to her fate. Further, she sets up her
matriarchal power by finishing her school

education at home when her parents forbid her °
to go to village school. Then she joins. degree

course at Madras with full concentration and

and
healthy minded widow, she joins to a town

school as a teacher and begins to live her life

independently. In addition to this, she deposits

money in her bank account for future life in her

old age. Thus, she reconstructs her own life, her

identity, image, and destiny by subverti.ng-
traditional image of womanhood, chastity,

modesty. In tlds respett, Eﬂcn Dengel-Janic

opines:

The ‘concept of the ideal woman, we are
confronted with a subversive image of
womatnhood in “Revati”. The female code of
chastity, modesty. and silence is turned upside

down by the bulky" widow who mstead of
merging with -the needs .of family, centres her

attention and the attention of others around her-

bodily needs: Consequently, her




/ ; of her existence:

,,/

pharacteazatxon dwells on the very physicality

£

“In the prescnt story, Githa Hariharan has made
sinceére cfforts to set up matriarchal dominance
by creatmg the space for her female protagonist,
‘Revati: This matna.rcbal set up, she creates with
the postmodern sensc In its consequence, her
pmtagomst Revati breaks the marginalization of
W1d0whqod and steps.ahead to crave her own
identity subverting traditional grand narratives.
_She degonstructs - the traditional . ingrained
saying that a w1d0w woman means useless,
unwanted thing." In addition to this, she
reestablishes her identity. as a'free mdcpenclcnt
Indlan xboman by attaming higher education
and job of a.teacher. Further, as a postmodern
mamarchal woman,. she opens her own bank
account mﬂaom anybody’s consent and begins
to: deposit money for her future life. The author
dcscnbes Revan S mdependent nature as:

She Was mdcpendent, she deposited her own
earnings in a bank a.ccount and she had more
than cnough for her old age.*

In fact, she is-a brave W1dow who breaks the
ma.rgma.hzatlon made by teligious and tradition
“bounded dJscomses of Indian culture, customs
- -and ritaals those: imposed on her to lose her
~0Wn identlry In fact, as a widow, she doesn’t
- get any respeut from" her family members as
well a5 in the society. Even, they don’t care for
her .desires and her se*{uahty but interrogate
many, questions about hér character. Yet, she
doesn’t think that these things to be more
COIJSIdEi able. - When Jher  family members
engross 111 margmahzmg her,
voice, . ‘plrcrroaatmg her sexuality, she
coricentrates on - her study knowing that the
education’ to be sole remedy to .reconstrict her
hfe- Hence she oqvercomes socio-cultural
restncnons regardmg her education created by
her famlly Further reahty is that she is not
tradltlonal pltlable widow but an zndependem
postnfodern Indian widow with boundless
hopes.ang aspirations. Instead of living absurd
‘and - hopei‘es& life, she sets up existence of
matnarchal dominance in her life.

Her" next story, Untitled Poem also runs on the
.s’ame path in rcspect to creation of matriarchal
set up In lt ‘author. has focused on the female

r

silencing her.
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projected her protagonist Sarala from th

inferior status and weak. Hence, she

present story as a postmodern woman to set up
matriarchal domination. In fact, the story is
rotating around a common thing that is killing a
rat in the garden that damages it. One day, the
protagonist Sarala suggests her husband, a
retired salesman and ulcer patient, to keep
watch on a rat and kill it. It is because it used to
damage the garden by digging deep holes in it
and eating leaves and roots. Henceforth, hcr_
husband buys a wooden trap, fills it with sweets

from market and waits for the rat to kill him but’
was 1o use af all. Then he keeps six packets of
poison in the trap but the rat doesn’t touch it.

Then he packs the poison into fried vadas, keeps

them into the trap and he himself keeps awake

whole night sitting and listening carefully to the

movements. of ‘the rat for many nights. While

keeping watch on rat for whole night, he recalls

the lines of poetry and the rat engrosses in

eating leaves and roots.of trees in the garden.

Meanwhile, Sarala sees her husband and the rat

to be closer to each other. Sarala takes a large

stick and kills the rat with one stroke of it.

In this story, author has strongly tried to set up

matriarchal power. She has wiped out the

traditional belief that the man is bold, active and’
defending rock of a woman. Thus, . she has

subverted the male power and empowered the

female power. Further, she has portrayed her

protagonist Sarala as masculine, bold and

decisive. On the other hand, her husband is

portrayed as cowadrd, fearful, overmuch

passionate, indecisive, and inactive man. In his

personal life also, he is a failed poet. In his

dreams also, he fears and wakes up in sweat .
meanwhile his wife lies snoring fearlessly by his
side. He can kill a rat also. Thus, author
projects the higher position to a woman. In fact,
Githia Hariharan’s  intention behind  this
portrayal is to bring into notice the real world of
women. In her view, thé traditional picture of
women in literature is nof the reality but there
are several Indian women like her protagonist
who are bold, active, masculine and decisive.
Hence, instead of portraying traditional
stereotyped picture of women, ‘author has



7.
R _ “_, prGJCctcd ‘her protauomst as bold postmodern
e L,"::-’- woman who ‘breaks the circles of
- ma:gmahza’uon and . sets up her matriarchal
- ';i{f: -power. Even, while describing -Sarala’s male
i 4 gardener and Sarala, author raises up the
47" position of Sarala in the following words:
o _ She is the navigator, heithe oarsman. Or I could
g - say, she is the poet, he the word.
: . Further, thnugh her protagonist Sarala is
e chzldle.ss, she doesn’t care for this problem to
Lol K be bummg one like fraditional women. She fills
""" these’ empty spaces of her childlessness by
planting trees in her garden and engrossing in
workmg in it. Shé is not portrayed by author as
._weak and coward weman like her husband but
i II _" Aactive, b'old,a;nd d.acisive.-Ahﬂmr describes her
fas:

o E Sarala is no lotus but a thick sk.mned yam that
t e . grows coarse and pungent under the moist soil.®”

o Th.lough. this portrayai author shows that she
h Lo j doesu t Lhmk a woman to be a beautiful object
' _m_thc- l;uarkc_t or a flower like lotus. She paints

her with‘ s{tmﬁge‘r and deep rooted confidence in

= '...']‘Jer.‘ e el : ‘
Curl.clusmn

To sum up,. creatmg the space for women and

- empower them is the need of an hour. To know

the inner world of women and to present it

: realnstxcally in htc:ary works is the main aim of
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Githa Hariharan, Hence,

protagonists as an embodiment of matriarcha

domination. Both Revati and Sarala are the -

representatives of embodiment of matriarchat
set up in postmodern era. '
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